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Plan Backwards from the Main Idea

What is the main idea?

What moves does the author 
make to show the idea?

Launch

Discuss:
• What is the title?
• What is the genre?  What  
   makes you think that?
• What do we think about when 
   we read this genre?

Plan in advance how you will read 
the text, stopping at strategic 
points to discuss key moments.

Objective
Scholars understand and articulate the main idea and the moves the author makes to show the idea.

What key moments/parts led  
to my understanding?

Discuss the Text with Scholars

What do I want scholars to think  
at key moments?

What will I say or do to support 
scholar understanding?

What will I say or ask if scholars 
have misconceptions/
misunderstandings?


