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Assessing Child Safety

Foundational knowledge

Practice opportunities

Strategies for engagement
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Continuous 
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Safety Overview
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Safety Re-Assessment

Family Assessment

Case Review

Ongoing Case Assessment 

Investigation Tool

Reunification Assessment
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Safety Factors

Child 
Vulnerability

Protective 
Capacities

Child Safety
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1. A safety threat is not currently active.

2. If a safety threat is not currently active, 
but had been active at any time since the 
last assessment of safety was completed:

3. If a safety threat is active now:

SAFETY RE-ASSESMENT
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Safety Re-Assessment

• Not previously known

• Changes

• Deeper understanding

• Updated information
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1. A safety threat is not currently 

active.

a. Describe the new information obtained 

regarding protective capacities.

b.  Describe new information obtained     
regarding child vulnerability.

SAFETY RE-ASSESMENT
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2. If a safety threat is not currently 
active, but had been active at any 
time since the last assessment of 
safety was completed:

a. Describe the safety threat and then 
summarize the information that 
demonstrates safety threat 
resolution, sufficient safety threat 
reduction and/or adequate protective 
capacities necessary to protect the 
child(ren) from serious harm.

SAFETY RE-ASSESMENT
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3. If a safety threat is active now:

a. Describe the active safety threat(s), identify which 

children are affected, and which caregivers or other 

adults are involved. Describe any progress toward 

alleviating the safety threat(s).

b. Describe the present protective capacities of each 

caregiver and highlight significant changes that may 

have occurred since the last assessment of safety was 

completed.

c. Describe the present vulnerability of each child and 

highlight significant changes that may have occurred 

since the last assessment of safety was completed.

SAFETY RE-ASSESMENT
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SECTION III

Safety Re-
Assessment 

Application Activity
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1. A safety threat is not currently active.

2. If a safety threat is not currently active, 
but had been active at any time since the 
last assessment of safety was completed:

3. If a safety threat is active now:

SAFETY RE-ASSESMENT
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Case Review Type Approval Date
Group 
Assignment

Case Review/Closure 03/15/2011 1

3 Month Case Review 01/04/2011 2

Semiannual Administrative Review 09/28/2010 3

3 Month Case Review 09/07/2010 4

3 Month Case Review 06/28/2010 5

Group Assignments
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Case Review Type
Approval Date

Case Review Closure 03/15/2011

3 Month Case Review 01/04/2011

Semiannual Administrative Review 09/28/2012

3 Month Case Review 09/07/2010

3 Month Case Review 06/28/2012

Group 1
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Slide 17 2. If a safety threat is not currently active, but had been active at any 

time since the last assessment of safety was completed.

Jade and Jacoby were in need of permanency. Both children had witnessed

domestic violence between their mother and step-dad leading to a protection

order against step-dad. The CPO was violated and step-dad was permitted back

in the home. On August 01, 2010, both children were removed from their

biological mother’s home and placed together into foster care. On November

10, 2009, Jade was transported to her paternal Grandmother (PGM), who

resides in a different county, as a pre-placement until a court hearing could be

set. PGM successfully completed a home study in her county and is caring for

Jade at this time. Jacoby has been placed with biological father until Mason

County Children Services can complete the home study process. Both children

are in safe nurturing environments with family who are willing to provide for

their need of food, shelter, education, supervision, medical, psychological and

social needs. Continued involvement is needed until the determination of a

court hearing date to transfer custody of Jacoby to his father and Jade to PGM.

At the court hearing on March 1, 2011, Jacoby’s father was awarded legal

custody of his son, and PGM, was awarded legal custody of Jade. During the

life of this case the following services were provided to the families: Case

management/case services, requests for home studies to other counties,

visitation, transportation, case planning, referrals to community resources as

well as ensuring the safety of the children by making monthly foster home

visits. 17
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Case Review Type
Approval Date

Case Review Closure 03/15/2011

3 Month Case Review 01/04/2011

Semiannual Administrative Review 09/28/2012

3 Month Case Review 09/07/2010

3 Month Case Review 06/28/2012

Group 2
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Slide 19 2. If a safety threat is not currently active, but had been active at any 

time since the last assessment of safety was completed.

Jade and Jacoby were in need of permanency. Both children had

witnessed domestic violence between their mother and step-dad

leading to a protection order against step-dad. The CPO was violated

and step-dad was permitted back in the home. On August 01, 2010,

both children were removed from their biological mother’s home and

placed together into foster care. On November 10, 2009, Jade was

transported to her paternal Grandmother (PGM), who resides in a

different county, as a pre-placement until a court hearing could be set.

PGM successfully completed a home study in her county and is

caring for Jade at this time. Jacoby has been placed with biological

father until Mason County Children Services can complete the home

study process. Both children are in safe nurturing environments with

family who are willing to provide for their need of food, shelter,

education, supervision, medical, psychological and social needs.
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Case Review Type
Approval Date

Case Review Closure 03/15/2011

3 Month Case Review 01/04/2011

Semiannual Administrative Review 09/28/2012

3 Month Case Review 09/07/2010

3 Month Case Review 06/28/2012

Group 3
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3. A safety threat is active now.

a. Describe the active safety threat(s), identify which children are  

affected, and which caregivers or other adults are involved.

Describe the progress toward alleviating the safety threat(s). 

The natural mother had been violating the
protective supervision order placed on the
children. She refused several drug screens,
denied Agency access to the children, Jade and
Jacoby, on a monthly basis and allowed a
known felon around the children. Following an
Ex-Parte filed 8/31/2010 the children were
placed into Foster care.
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Jade and Jacoby are currently in an agency approved licensed

foster home where their basic needs are being met. The Agency

is continuing to work with their natural mother towards

reunification. An Uncle from Wetzel County has come forward

and is interested in caring for both children. A referral for a

home study is being requested.

b. Describe the present protective capacities of each caregiver and 

highlight significant changes that may have occurred since the last 

assessment of safety was completed. 

c. Describe the present vulnerability of each child and highlight 

significant changes that may have occurred since the last assessment 

of safety was completed. 

Jacoby and Jade are able to verbalize any neglect/abuse;

however, their ages make them dependent on adults to meet

their basic needs. The children were removed from the natural

mother and placed into foster care where all of their daily needs

are met.
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Case Review Type
Approval Date

Case Review Closure 03/15/2011

3 Month Case Review 01/04/2011

Semiannual Administrative Review 09/28/2012

3 Month Case Review 09/07/2010

3 Month Case Review 06/28/2012

Group 4

23

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 24 2. If a safety threat is not currently active, but had been active at 

any time since the last assessment of safety was completed.

Describe the safety threat and then summarize the information 

that demonstrates safety threat resolution, sufficient safety threat 

reduction and/or adequate protective capacities necessary to 

protect the child(ren) from serious harm.

The natural mother had been violating the protective supervision

order placed over the children, Jade and Jacoby. She refused several

drug screens, would not allow the Agency to have access to the

children on a monthly basis and had a known felon residing in the

home. The worker reviewed this information with the Agency's legal

department and it was determined that the children needed to be

removed from the home. The children were placed in the Agency's

custody on 8/01/2010 following an Ex-Parte. The children are

currently in an Agency approved foster home.
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Case Review Type
Approval Date

Case Review Closure 03/15/2011

3 Month Case Review 01/04/2011

Semiannual Administrative Review 09/28/2012

3 Month Case Review 09/07/2010

3 Month Case Review 06/28/2012

Group 5
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Slide 26 
1.  A safety threat is not currently active. 

A protective supervision order was obtained over the children on 

May 01, 2010. The children’s natural Mother's husband has been 

sentenced to 18 months in jail and is prohibited from having any 

contact with the children. The Natural Mother has agreed to 

comply with this agency and follow through with case plan goals 

to reduce the risk of harm to the children.

b. Describe new information obtained regarding child vulnerability. 

Include information concerning any child not interviewed for the 

safety assessment.

Jade and Jacoby are unable to protect themselves due to their 

ages. They must rely on the adults in the home to provide for 

their basic needs. The children have witnessed domestic 

violence in their home increasing their level of vulnerability.

a. Describe new information obtained regarding protective capacities. 

Include information concerning any adult not interviewed for the 

safety assessment.  
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Safety 
Factors

Child 
Vulnerability

Protective 
Capacities

Child Safety
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Slide 28 Safety Factors
A child has received serious, inflicted, physical harm.

A caretaker has not, cannot, or will not protect the child from potential serious harm, 

including harm from other persons having familial access to the child.

A caretaker or other person having access to the child has made a credible threat 

which would result in serious harm to the child.

The behavior of any member of the family, or other person having access to the child, 

is violent and/or out of control.

Acts of family violence pose an immediate and serious physical and/or emotional 

danger to the child.

Drug and/or alcohol use by any member of the family, or other person having access 

to the child, suggests that the child is in immediate danger of serious harm.

Behavior(s) of any member of the family, or any person having access to the child, is

symptomatic of mental or physical illness or disability that suggests the child is in 

immediate danger of serious harm.
28
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Slide 29 Safety Factors

A caretaker is unwilling or unable to meet the child’s immediate needs for sufficient 

supervision, food, clothing, and/or shelter to protect child from immediate danger of 

serious harm.

Household environmental hazards suggest that the child is in immediate danger of 

serious harm.

Any member of the family, or other person having access to the child, describes or 

acts toward the child in predominantly or extremely negative terms and/or has 

extremely unrealistic expectations of the child.

The family refuses access to the child or there is reason to believe the family will flee.

A caretaker has an unconvincing or insufficient explanation for the child’s serious 

injury or physical condition. 

A caretaker is unwilling or unable to meet the child’s immediate and serious physical 

or mental health needs.

Child sexual abuse/sexual exploitation is suspected and circumstances suggest that 

child may be in immediate danger of serious harm. 29
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PARSONS/MASTERS 

FAMILY
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Slide 31 2. If a safety threat is not currently active, but had been active at 

any time since the last assessment of safety was completed.

Describe the safety threat and then summarize the information 

that demonstrates safety threat resolution, sufficient safety threat 

reduction and/or adequate protective capacities necessary to 

protect the child(ren) from serious harm.

There was a domestic violence incident between

Sherry and her husband, John, in front of Jade

and Jacoby at their home. Jade, age 7, called the

police. John was arrested and charged. A court

order was issued on April 20, 2010, prohibiting

John from living in the home and being around

the children.

31

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 32 2. If a safety threat is not currently active, but had been active at 

any time since the last assessment of safety was completed.

Describe the safety threat and then summarize the information 

that demonstrates safety threat resolution, sufficient safety threat 

reduction and/or adequate protective capacities necessary to 

protect the child(ren) from serious harm.

John Parsons was court ordered out of the home due to domestic

violence with his wife, Sherry. He was ordered to wear an ankle

monitor and reside temporarily at another address. However, John

continued to live in the home with his wife, Sherry, and her children.

On May 1, 2010, Sherry and John were involved in another domestic

violence incident outside of the home. The incident did not take

place in the home or in front of the children. John was placed in jail

and was taken to the hospital due to her sustained injuries. The

children were placed with the maternal grandmother until the safety

threats were reduced. Sherry must have supervised contact with the

children at this time. John is in jail, he is being held without bond.
32
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Safety 
Factors

Child 
Vulnerability

Protective 
Capacities

Child Safety
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Slide 34 
Protective Capacities

Cognitive

Intellect, knowledge, understanding, and perception used to assist in protecting a 

child.

Behavioral

Specific action and activity to assist in protecting a child.

Emotional

Specific feelings, attitudes, and motivations that are directly associated with child 

protection.

34

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 35 
Protective Capacities

Cognitive

Intellect, knowledge, understanding, and perception used to assist in protecting a 

child.

Cognitive abilities include:

• Recognizing a child's needs (such as the basic needs of food, 

shelter, and clothing, social needs, psychological needs, and the 

need for protection from harm).

• Personal responses to various stimuli.

• Awareness of threatening family circumstances within their family 

system.

• Understanding the parent’s responsibility to protect. 

• Other examples include: being reality oriented; having an accurate 

perception of the child and his vulnerabilities.  

35
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Slide 36 
Protective Capacities

Behavioral

Specific action and activity to assist in protecting a child

o This category refers to specific action and activity to assist in 

protecting a child. 

o An individual's physical capacity to intervene to protect a child.

o The ability to defer one's own needs in favor of the child. 

o The skills associated with meeting the child's safety related needs. 

o Other examples include being adaptive, assertive and responsive, 

taking action, and using impulse control.

The behavioral component must be present for a protective capacity 

to be sufficient to protect a child.  
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Slide 37 
Protective Capacities

Emotional

Specific feelings, attitudes, and motivations that are directly associated with child 

protection

This category refers to specific feelings, attitudes, and motivations that are directly 

associated with child protection. 

Emotional abilities include:

• A willingness and desire to protect.  

• Emotional stability. 

• Resiliency. 

• The form in which love is expressed and reciprocated and the    nature of the 

parent-child attachment. 

• Also included is how effectively the parent meets his/her own emotional 

needs.
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Slide 38 
Safety 
Factors

Child 
Vulnerability

Protective 
Capacities

Child Safety
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Slide 39 
Vulnerability of the Child

Ability to protect self

Age

Ability to communicate

Provocativeness of the child’s 
behavior or temperament

Special needs: Behavioral, 
Emotional, or physical

Access to individuals who 
can protect the child

Family Composition Childs role in the family

Physical appear, size, and 
robustness

Resilience and problem-solving  
skills

Prior victimization

Ability to recognize and 
report abuse/neglect
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 History of maltreatment and/or chronic  
neglect

 Repeated victimization 

 Does not talk about past abuse/neglect

 Passive due to ongoing maltreatment 

 Child feels  powerless

 Child appears fearful of anyone in the family 
system 

 Isolation

Child’s Past Experiences
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Physical Needs

Physical Development

Appearance

Size

Physical

41
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Tolerance - Frustration

Emotional
Robustness Passivity 

Powerless

Adjustability

Sensitivity

Distractibility
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Disability 

Ability to recognize abuse/neglect

Developmental stage

Emotional needs

Ability to problem solve

Cognitive
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Provocative 

Defiant

Resists parental authority

Seeks negative attention

Sexually provocative behaviors

Argumentative 

Energy level

Behaviors

Behavioral

44
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Slide 45 

Case Review Type
Approval Date

Case Review Closure 03/15/2011

3 Month Case Review 01/04/2011

Semiannual Administrative Review 09/28/2012

3 Month Case Review 09/07/2010

3 Month Case Review 06/28/2012

Group 3
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Slide 46 3. A safety threat is active now.

a. Describe the active safety threat(s), identify which children are  

affected, and which caregivers or other adults are involved.

Describe the progress toward alleviating the safety threat(s). 

The natural mother had been violating the

protective supervision order placed on the

children. She refused several drug screens,

denied Agency access to the children, Jade and

Jacoby, on a monthly basis and allowed a

known felon around the children. Following an

Ex-Parte filed 8/31/2010 the children were

placed into Foster care.
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Slide 47 b. Describe the present protective capacities of each caregiver and 

highlight significant changes that may have occurred since the last 

assessment of safety was completed. 

c. Describe the present vulnerability of each child and highlight 

significant changes that may have occurred since the last 

assessment of safety was completed. 

Jade and Jacoby are currently in an agency approved licensed

foster home where their basic needs are being met. The Agency

is continuing to work with their natural mother towards

reunification. An Uncle from Wetzel County has come forward

and is interested in caring for both children. A referral for a

home study is being requested.

Jacoby and Jade are able to verbalize any neglect/abuse;

however, their ages make them dependent on adults to meet

their basic needs. The children were removed from the natural

mother and placed into foster care where all of their daily needs

are met.
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Slide 48 
Quality Contacts = Quality 

Assessments

Make Your Time 
Count!
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Successful Home Visits

Effective Communication 

Partnership Building 

Ongoing Assessment
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Purposeful Visits
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Scheduling
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Slide 52 

Family Involvement
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Building Rapport
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Slide 54 

Help Parents retain a sense 
of control
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Help child(ren) retain a 
sense of comfort
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Clarify commitment and 
obligations to working 

relationship
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Slide 57 

Approach each individual 
involved with an open mind
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Slide 58 

Acknowledge difficult 
feeling and encourage open 

and honest discussion of 
feelings
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Be consistent, persistent, 
and follow through
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Slide 60 

Find out what is important
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Slide 61 

Use mirroring

61
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Slide 62 

Listen
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Slide 63 

Reassess Safety and Risk

Observe

Learn Family Members and Dynamics

Separate Visits with Each Parent
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Slide 64 
SECTION X

Reunification 

Assessment
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Slide 65 
Reunification Assessment

Family members 
information

Past and Present Safety

Reunification Readiness

Reunification Decision
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Slide 66 Section 2: Assessing Past 
and Present Safety

A. What were the original safety issues that resulted in the child(ren)’s 
placement?

B. Have the original safety issues been altered or reduced to a sufficient 
level whereby control within the family is probable? 

C. Were there other safety issues identified after the child(ren) came into 
placement that necessitated or contributed to the continuation of the 
placement? 

D. Have the safety issues identified in Question C been resolved or reduced 
sufficiently whereby control within the family is probable? 

E. Are parent/guardian/custodian(s) in compliance with court  orders? 
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Slide 67 Section 3: Assessing Past 
and Present Safety

A. Does the child(ren) demonstrate an acceptance of 
the reunification plan?

B. Does the parent/guardian/custodian demonstrate 
an acceptance of the reunification plan?

C. Does the parent/guardian/custodian have the 
capacity to provide for the child(ren)’s basic needs 
(e.g., food, clothing, shelter, medical care)?
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Slide 68 Section 3: Assessing Past 
and Present Safety

D. Are the parent/guardian/custodian and/or other household 
members willing and able to use their protective capacities, 
resources and strengths to provide sufficient support to the 
child(ren)?

E. During visits, has the parent/guardian/custodian 
demonstrated an ability to meet the child(ren)’s need for safety 
in a manner that suggests safety threats are not expected to 
emerge by the child(ren)’s presence within the family?

F. Are there any issues or concerns related to other children or 
adults in the family that may impact the child(ren)’s return?

G. Describe how the family dynamics will change when the 
child(ren) returns.
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Slide 70 Section 2: Assessing Past 
and Present Safety

A. What were the original safety issues that resulted in the child(ren)’s 
placement?

B. Have the original safety issues been altered or reduced to a sufficient 
level whereby control within the family is probable? 

C. Were there other safety issues identified after the child(ren) came into 
placement that necessitated or contributed to the continuation of the 
placement? 

D. Have the safety issues identified in Question C been resolved or reduced 
sufficiently whereby control within the family is probable? 

E. Are parent/guardian/custodian(s) in compliance with court  orders? 
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Slide 71 Section 3: Assessing Past 
and Present Safety

A. Does the child(ren) demonstrate an acceptance of 
the reunification plan?

B. Does the parent/guardian/custodian demonstrate 
an acceptance of the reunification plan?

C. Does the parent/guardian/custodian have the 
capacity to provide for the child(ren)’s basic needs 
(e.g., food, clothing, shelter, medical care)?
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Slide 72 SACWIS Knowledge Base
http://jfskb.com/sacwis/
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CPS policy 

capmis mailbox

CAPMIS@jfs.ohio.gov
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