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Guided Reading Planning Template 
2016-2017 
Book Title: Level: 

Plan Backwards from the Main Idea 

What is the main idea? 

What will scholar mastery of 
the main idea sound like?  
What will you not accept? 

Launch 

Build Interest: Engage scholars 
by briefly introducing the text. 

Essential Vocabulary:  
Highlight words that are 
essential to understanding 
the main idea. 

Critical/Confusing Parts  
of the Text: If appropriate, 
highlight a critical or  
confusing part. 

Thinking Job: Assign a thinking 
job appropriate to this genre. 

Scholars Read While You Coach 

Plan which scholars you  
will coach and how you will 
coach them. 
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Discuss the Text with Scholars 

What will you say or  
ask to support scholar 

understanding? 

What will high-level  
Scholar responses 

sound like? 

Pre-Mortems: What answers 
will you not accept?  

How will you address 
misconceptions? 
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