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Child	Protective	Services	Policy

Time
Management

 The importance of the clinical assessment of risk 
in determining the family’s strengths and needs. 

 The elements of the assessment of risk within the 
CAPMIS tools. 

 The inter-relationship between the elements 
necessary to assess safety and risk. 
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 The purpose of identifying risk contributors and 
strengths of a family.

 Inter-relatedness of risk contributors services 
and the ongoing provision of services.

 Effectuate behavioral change within the family.

FAMILY ASSESSMENT

CASE REVIEW 

REUNIFICATION ASSESSMENT

Child Adult Family Historical

C a t e g o r i e s
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Risk Contributor:
“An assessment standard used to identify the  
conditions existing in the individual or family 
that create the likelihood of maltreatment to a 
child.”

Non Risk Contributor:
“An assessment standard used to identify the 
conditions existing in the individual or family 
that do not increase the likelihood of 
maltreatment to a child.”

IS IT 
WORKING?

WHY?
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An element is considered a risk 
contributor when it:

Creates the likelihood of 
maltreatment to a child. 

OR

Increases the likelihood of 
maltreatment to a child. 

An element is considered a non 
risk contributor when it:

Does not create the likelihood 
of maltreatment to a child.

AND

Does not increase the 
likelihood of maltreatment to a 

child.
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Does not have a negative 
impact.

May have a positive 
impact.

May decrease the 
likelihood of child 
maltreatment.
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Child FunctioningChild Functioning

Self 
Protection

Self 
Protection

Physical,

Cognitive,

Social 
Development

Physical,

Cognitive,

Social 
Development

Emotional 
Behavioral 

Development

Emotional 
Behavioral 

Development
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The responsibility to protect a child from abuse and/or neglect lies with the
parent, guardian, or custodian

A child is NOT responsible for his/her own protection.

Children 5 years old and under are at increased risk of 
being abused/neglected. Birth to 1 year of age are at 
greatest risk of being abused/neglected. 

This age group has the highest death toll resulting from 
abuse or neglect.

A total of 1,740 children died from 
abuse and neglect in 2008; more 
than three quarters (79.8%) of these 
children were 3 years old or 
younger.                               
(USDHHS, Child Maltreatment 
2008).

0-5 Years old
Does not verbalize

Is not visible to 
others
Denies 
abuse/neglect
Blames Self
Accepts CA/N

This element refers to the degree to which a child’s
physical, cognitive, or social development may increase the
risk of the child being abused or neglected.

Child’s behavior toward self or others has 
contributed to stressful interpersonal relationships.

Poor peer relationships

Developmental delay
Learning disability

Physical appearance

Requires intensive care
Immobility

This element refers to the child’s emotional attachment and
behavioral reactions/actions that may increase the risk of the child
being abused or neglected.

Consideration should be given to behaviors that trigger 
negative interactions

Argumentative

No Emotional Attachment
Defiant

Can’t tolerate frustration

High Energy level
Uses Drugs

Criminal activity
Antisocial

Cannot Deescalate

Emotional and behavioral challenges in children often 
increase the likelihood of future maltreatment. 
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Child 
Vulnerability

Assessment

Child 
Functioning

Elements

S
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SAWYER CASE EXAMPLE

1) Watch the Sawyer Family Video

2) With your small group, complete the handout:  
Child Functioning: Lucy

3) Use the handouts: Strengths and Needs 
Field Guide - child functioning section, and 
Child Vulnerabilities as a resource

4) Make note of any observations you have 
about Mr. or Mrs. Thompson on a separate 
sheet of paper.
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Adult Functioning

Cognitive 
Abilities

Physical 
Health

Emotional 
Mental 
Health

Domestic 
Relations

Substance 
Use

Response 
to  

Stressors

Parenting 
Practices

Characteristics such as impulsivity, maturity, the ability to reason, 
knowledge of child development, are to be assessed in relation to 
risk of future child abuse/neglect.  

Understanding of the parental role in relation to caring for 

and protecting their children. 

Is not reality oriented.
Organic/inorganic impairment.
Lacks understanding 
Impact recognize basic needs. 
Understand child abilities.
Recognize need to protect .
Subjects child to unsafe situations.

The degree to which a caretaker’s/adult’s physical health may

increase the risk of the child being abused or neglected. 

Address the caretaker/adult’s ability to interact, protect, 

and parent the child. 

Physical ability to intervene to protect a child. 
Physical ability to interact with the child.
Ability to physically care for the child. 
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The degree to which a caretaker’s/adult’s emotional and 
mental health functioning, may increase the risk of the child 

being abused or neglected. 

Is not reality oriented.
Organic/inorganic impairment.
Lacks understanding 
Impact recognize  basic needs. 
Understand child abilities.
Recognize need to protect .
Subjects child to unsafe situatio n

Caretaker’s capacity to provide care to self?
Caretaker’s capacity to provide care to child?
Caretaker’s ability to control impulses of anger, hostility, and violence?

The degree to which a caretaker’s/adult’s 
current and historical  relationships and 
interactions may increase the risk of the child 
being abused or neglected. 

Considers the relationship dynamics between 
the caretakers/adults. 

Examines whether a pattern of coercive control 
exists and results in conflictual or violent 
interactions thereby impacting the interaction, 
protection, and care of the child.

Dynamics and quality of relationships.
Historical or current conflictual or violent interactions. 
Caretaker’s behaviors to stressful  interactions.

Children exposed to domestic violence often 
experience consequences similar to being 
directly abuse by a parent. 

The co-occurrence of domestic violence and 
child abuse is thought to be present in 30 to 60 
percent of cases. 

DV may be the single major precursor to child 
abuse and neglect fatalities in the U. S. 
(Carter, Janet. Domestic Violence, Child Abuse and Youth Violence: Strategies for 

Prevention and Early Intervention. Family Violence Prevention. 2001.).

The impact violence has on parent ing and the caretakers’ ability to 
protect the child is paramount. 
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 Are the parent/guardian/custodian and/or 
other household members willing and able to 
use their protective capacities, resources and 
strengths to provide sufficient support to the 
child(ren)?

 Are there any issues or concerns related to 
other children or adults in the family that 
may impact the child(ren)’s return?

 Describe how the family dynamics will change 
when the child(ren) returns.

The narrative assessment information entered in this section should support the RC and NRC rating 
assigned within each element for each child. Additionally the text should contain assessment 
information of how each element within the Child Functioning category impacts one another.
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The case review assignment of RC/NRC to each element is different from the 
Family Assessment as the assignment is not per child and per adult for each 
element. 

The information recorded  here should be an assessment of the impact the services provided during the period under 
review has had on the elements previously identified as a risk contributor (RC). 

This section should include assessment information to support the reassessment of each element and the assigned 
rating (RC/NRC).  The criteria listed above serve as prompts to be considered in the reassessment of each element.

RC’s and Services

All Elements

CPS POLICY
CAPMIS MAILBOX

CAPMIS@jfs.ohio.gov


