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Lesson 1:  
The Western Frontier 
 

 
Photograph of Sitting Bull and Buffalo Bill, by D. F. Barry, 
1897 (Library of Congress) 

 
How have Native American and settler encounters 
on the western frontier evolved over time? 
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Lesson 1  
Do Now 

 

 
“American Progress,” by John Gast, 1872 (Library of Congress) 

 
1. What are two things you notice about the painting above? 

 
 
2. What are two questions you have about the painting above?  
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Lessons 2–3:  
Western Settlers and Native Americans 
 

 
Indian delegations at Washington — presentation to the president, from a photograph by Alexander 
Gardner, 1867 (Library of Congress) 

 
How did western settlers and Native Americans 
view one another following the Civil War? 
 
 
 
 
 
  



© Success Academy Charter Schools 2019         5 

 
Lessons 2–3  
Planning Guide 
 
DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions to brainstorm ideas for your personal essay. Be  
as specific and as thorough as possible! 

 
Your Task: Imagine you are either a western settler or a Native American following the  
Civil War. How do you view each other? 

 
DIRECTIONS: Outline your personal essay below. Make sure that your claim is simple, clear,  
and compelling. Then make sure the evidence you choose is convincing and supports your claim.  
 
● Claim:  

 
○ Piece of evidence 1: 

 
○ Piece of evidence 2:  
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Lesson 4:  
The Indian Wars 
 

 
“The Custer Fight,” by C.M. Russell, 1903 (Library of Congress) 
 

Why did war erupt on the western frontier? 
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Lesson 4  
Do Now 

 

 
Photograph of Lakota Sioux taken three weeks after the Wounded Knee Massacre, December 29, 1890 
(Library of Congress) 

 
1. What are two things you notice about the photograph above? 

 
 
2. What are two questions you have about the photograph above?  
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Lessons 5–6:  
The Impact of the Indian Wars 
 

 
“Starting Supper, Flathead Reservation,” by N. A. Forsyth, 1908 (Library of Congress) 

 
How did the Indian Wars affect Native American 
communities in the West? 
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Lessons 5–6  
Planning Guide 
 
DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions to brainstorm ideas for your personal essay. Be  
as specific and thorough as possible! 

 
Your Task: Imagine you are a Native American in the West. How did the Indian Wars affect  
your community? 

 
DIRECTIONS: Outline your personal essay below. Make sure that your claim is simple, clear,  
and compelling. Then make sure the evidence you choose is convincing and supports your claim.  
 
● Claim:  

 
○ Piece of evidence 1: 

 
○ Piece of evidence 2:  
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Lesson 7:  
The Dawes Act 
 

 
United States Department of the Interior advertisement offering 
“Indian Land for Sale,” 1911 (Wikimedia) 

 
Why did the United States pass the Dawes Act? 
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Lesson 7  
Do Now 

 

 
Advertisement for the Dawes Act, 1910 (Department of the Interior) 

 
1. What are two things you notice about the advertisement above? 

 
 
2. What are two questions you have about the advertisement above? 
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Lesson 8:  
Assimilation 
 

 
Native American men and a boy posed outside the Carlisle Indian School, 1890 (Library of Congress) 

 
Why did the United States adopt assimilation 
policies in the late 19th century? 
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Lesson 8  
Assimilation Cartoon Planning Guide 
 
Ask: What is the idea of my cartoon? 
 

 

 
Ask: What visual details will I include in my cartoon to support my idea? 
 

 

 
Draft a caption and/or text features that support your idea. 
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Lesson 8  
Assimilation Cartoon Template 
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Lesson 9:  
Tribal Territory Throughout American History  
 

 
Map of present-day Native American reservations (Wikimedia) 

 
How did U.S. government policies affect  
Native American territories over time? 
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Lesson 9  
Do Now 

 

 
Native American territories, present day (Wikimedia) 

 
1. What are two things you notice about the map above? 

 
 
2. What are two questions you have about the map above?  
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Lesson 9  
Territorial-Loss Map Templates 
 
Map 1: Native American Land Holdings Before European Arrival 
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Map 2: Native American Land Holdings Following the Civil War 
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Map 3: Native American Holdings in 1894 
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Map 4: Native American Reservation Land Present-Day 
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Lessons 10–12:  
Native Americans Today 
 

 
A Cherokee student studying the Cherokee language (Wikimedia) 

 
How does federal American Indian policy continue 
to affect Native American communities today? 
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Lessons 10–12  
Native Americans Today Project Menu 
 
Choose one of the following five topics for your final research trifold. Make sure your research answers 
the central question for each topic. 
 
1. Native American reservation education 

• Central Question: How does federal American Indian policy continue to affect Native American 
education on reservations today? 

2. Native American land conflicts 
• Central Question: How does federal American Indian policy continue to affect conflicts over 

Native American land today? 
3. Native American reservation poverty 

• Central Question: How does federal American Indian policy continue to affect poverty on Native 
American reservations today? 

4. Native American public health on reservations 
• Central Question: How does federal American Indian policy continue to affect public health on 

Native American reservations today? 
5. Native American culture and traditions 

• Central Question: How does federal American Indian policy continue to affect Native American 
culture and traditions today? 

 
Scholar Research Guidance 
 
Read the article “Fake or Real? How to Self-Check the News and Get the Facts” by Wynne Davis on  
the NPR website. 
 
In addition, use these websites as a starting point for research: 
 
● The History Channel 
● Gilder Lehrman Institute 
● Newsela 
● PBS 
● CNN 
● The Huffington Post 
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Lessons 10–12  
Research Planning Guide 
 
DIRECTIONS: Use the planning guide below to organize your research and to plan your idea based  
on your research. 
 
Your Chosen Topic: 

 
Central Question: How does federal American Indian policy continue to affect Native American 
communities today? 

 
Part I: Research 
 
DIRECTIONS: In the space below, outline your research. Make sure you only write down the research 
that helps answer your Central Question. Include a link to the source where you found your information. 

 
Research Notes Source 
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Part II: Idea 
 
DIRECTIONS: Based on your research above, come up with an idea that answers your Central 
Question. Make sure that your idea is simple, clear, and compelling. Then make sure the evidence  
you choose is convincing and supports your idea.  
 
● Idea:  

 
○ Piece of evidence 1: 

 
○ Piece of evidence 2:  

 
○ Piece of evidence 3: 

 
○ Piece of evidence 4: 
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Lessons 10–12  
Trifold Planning Guide 
 
Your Idea: 
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Plan the text you want to include on the trifold in the space below: 

 
Text Where on the trifold will this text live? 
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Lessons 10–12  
Oral Presentation Planning Guide 
 
DIRECTIONS: Based on your final trifold presentations, outline your oral presentation below. Make sure 
that you clearly introduce your idea and explain how the evidence on your trifold supports your idea. 
 
● Idea:  

 
○ Piece of evidence 1: 

 
○ Piece of evidence 2: 

 
○ Piece of evidence 3: 

 
○ Piece of evidence 4:  
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