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Lesson 1:  
1968 Election 
 

 
Richard Nixon gives his trademark victory sign in Paoli, PA, during his successful campaign to become 
president of the United States. Photographer: Ollie Atkins, July 1968 (White House) 

 
How did the rise of conservatism influence  
the outcome of the 1968 election? 
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Lesson 1  
Do Now 

 

 
Richard M. Nixon standing on the back of a car in a campaign 
motorcade and giving the "V" sign, 1970 (National Archives, 
Richard Nixon Presidential Library) 

 
1. What are two things you notice about the image above? 

 
 
2. What are two questions you have about the image above? 
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Lessons 3–5:  
The Watergate Scandal 
 

 
Richard Nixon departing the White House after resigning, by Oliver F. Atkins,  
August 9, 1974 (Nixon Presidential Materials Project) 

 
Should Congress have impeached  
President Nixon? 
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Lessons 3–5  
DBQ 
 
Historical Context: In the early hours of June 17, 1972, police officers arrested five men suspected of 
breaking into the offices of the Democratic National Committee headquarters in Washington, D.C.’s 
Watergate office building. The scandal led to Richard Nixon’s resignation on August 8, 1974.  
 
Task: Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of history, answer the questions 
that follow each document. Your answers will help you write the essay that follows: Should Congress 
have impeached President Nixon? 
 
As you read Documents A through D, answer the corresponding questions below: 
 
1. According to the Articles of Impeachment, why did the House of Representatives vote to 

impeach President Nixon? Be sure to think carefully about your claim and to articulate it simply 
and clearly. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. According to Barbara Jordan, why should President Nixon be impeached? Be sure to think carefully 

about your claim and to articulate it simply and clearly. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. How does Dean Burch characterize President Nixon? Be sure to think carefully about your claim  

and to articulate it simply and clearly. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. According to Nixon’s speech, how should the public perceive his role in the Watergate scandal? Be 

sure to think carefully about your claim and to articulate it simply and clearly. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DBQ Planning Page 
 
Directions: Write a well-organized essay of no more than 400 words that answers the following 
question: Should Congress have impeached President Nixon? 
 
In your essay, be sure to: 
● Clearly answer the question being asked. THINK before you write! 
● Use evidence from at least three of the documents provided. 
● Include relevant outside information from your knowledge of U.S. history. 
 
Thesis: 

 
Piece of evidence 1: 
 
Analysis: 

 
Piece of evidence 2: 
 
Analysis: 

 
Piece of evidence 3: 
 
Analysis: 
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Lesson 6:  
The American Economy in the 1970s 
 

 
Gas ration stamps being printed, Bureau of Engraving & Printing, by Warren K. Leffler, January 31, 1974 
(Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division) 

 
How did stagflation and the oil crisis  
of the 1970s affect Americans? 
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Lesson 6  
Do Now 

 

 
Gas rationing system (Odd-Even Plan) is announced in an 
afternoon newspaper being read at a service station with a 
sign in the background stating no gas is available, by David 
Falconer, 1974. (National Archives) 

 
1. What are two things you notice about the photograph above? 

 
 
2. What are two questions you have about the photograph above? 
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Lesson 7:  
Foreign Policy 
 

 
Richard Nixon shaking hands with armed forces in 
Vietnam, by Oliver F. Atkins, July 30, 1969 (National 
Archives, Office of Presidential Libraries) 

 
To what extent was presidential foreign  
policy successful in the 1970s? 
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Lesson 7  
Note-Taking Template 

 
Vietnam Policy Détente Helsinki  

Accords 
Camp David 
Peace Accords 

Iran Hostage 
Crisis 
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Lesson 8:  
Social Movements of the 1970s 
 

 
A women’s liberation march in Washington, D.C., August 26, 1970, by Warren K. Leffler (Library of 
Congress, Prints and Photographs Division) 

 
To what extent were the social movements  
of the 1970s successful? 
 
 
 
 
 
  



© Success Academy Charter Schools 2019         12 

 
Scholar Research Guidance 
 
Read the article “Fake or Real? How to Self-Check the News and Get the Facts” by Wynne Davis on  
the NPR website. 
 
In addition, use the suggested websites below as a starting point for research. 
 
● The History Channel 
● Gilder Lehrman Institute 
● Newsela 
● PBS 
● CNN 
● The Huffington Post 
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Lesson 8  
Note-Taking Template 

 
Feminist 
Movement 

Environ-
mentalism 

Civil Rights 
Movement 

Chicano 
Movement 

Anti–
Vietnam 
War 
Movement 

American 
Indian 
Movement 

Conserva-
tive 
Movement 
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Lessons 9–11:  
Jimmy Carter and the Crisis of Confidence 
 

 
President Jimmy Carter, by the Department of Defense, 
Naval Photographic Center, ca. 1977 (National Archives) 

 
Why didn’t President Carter get reelected in 1980?  
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Lesson 9  
Do Now 

 

 
(American Presidency Project, Presidency.UCSB.edu) 

 
1. What are two things you notice about the graph above? 

 
 
2. What are two questions you have about the graph above? 
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Lessons 9–11  
DBQ 
 
Historical Context: Jimmy Carter served as the 39th president of the United States from 1977 to 1981. 
He aspired to make government “competent and compassionate” and responsive to the American 
people and their expectations. His achievements were notable, but in an era of rising energy costs, 
mounting inflation, and continuing international tensions, it was impossible for his administration to meet 
these high expectations. 
 
Task: Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of history, answer the questions 
that follow each document. Your answers will help you write the essay that follows: Why didn’t President 
Carter get reelected in 1980?  
 
As you read documents A through D, answer the corresponding questions below: 
 
1. According to Jimmy Carter, how do Americans feel about the government? Be sure to think carefully 

about your claim and to articulate it simply and clearly.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Why does Peterson urge Carter to resubmit a rationing proposal? Be sure to think carefully about 

your claim and to articulate it simply and clearly.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. How does the article characterize President Carter’s leadership? Be sure to think carefully about 

your claim and to articulate it simply and clearly.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. According to Kennedy, why is Carter failing to fulfill the role of the presidency? Be sure to think 

carefully about your claim and to articulate it simply and clearly.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DBQ Planning Page 
 
Directions: Write a well-organized essay of no more than 400 words that answers the following 
question: Why didn’t President Carter get reelected in 1980?  
 
In your essay, be sure to: 
● Clearly answer the question being asked. THINK before you write! 
● Use evidence from at least three of the documents provided. 
● Include relevant outside information from your knowledge of U.S. history. 
 
Thesis: 

 
Piece of evidence 1: 
 
Analysis: 

 
Piece of evidence 2: 
 
Analysis: 

 
Piece of evidence 3: 
 
Analysis: 
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