
A look into the
tick life cycle

Larvae
Adults 

Eggs •  Fully-fed females fall off the host and lay eggs 
in the environment1

•  Larvae hatch 
while in the 
environment and 
begin searching 
for a host1

•  First blood meal

•  Larvae feed for 
several days, 
then drop to the 
ground to molt 
into nymphs1

Tick Control 
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•  Nymphs search for a host 

•  Second blood meal

•  Feed for several days to a week1

•  Once engorged, nymphs drop to the ground 
and molt into adults1 

Nymphs

•  Adults search for 
a large host

•  Third blood meal

•  Adult females 
may feed as long 
as 14 days2

•  Ticks secure themselves onto hosts with a cement-like substance. To remove a tick, wear gloves and use tweezers to grasp it close to the skin. Extract it 
using steady rearward pressure. Never twist or jerk it from the skin. This can leave mouthparts behind, increasing the risks of infection and disease. 

• Ticks search for hosts by climbing vegetation and waving their front legs until an animal walks by. They then grab hold, latch on and feed. 

• Year-round use of tick control for dogs is particularly important for controlling black-legged (or deer) ticks, as adults are active even in cooler months.1

Tick Facts

Tick
Tick life cycle
 may take up 
to two years 
to complete2


