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Variation:
 
During reproduction, the offspring of your building 
block species experiences a mutation that causes 
a variation in their inherited traits. 
 
Create a copy of your building block species. 
Change one building block in the copy to a 
different color. Add a straw from the current 
building block species and place the copy on the 
other side of the straw. Place a mutation card next 
to the new building block species.

Isolation: 
 
A nearby lake creates a river splitting the land 
where your building block species lives. Since 
your building block species cannot swim, some of 
the building block species cannot reproduce with 
each other (they can only reproduce with the 
building block species on their side of the river). 
 
Create two copies of your building block species. 
Add two straws from the current building block 
species and place one of the copies on each end 
of the straws with a river card in between.

Extinction: 
 
Note: ONLY play this card if your tree of life 
currently has at least two branches to build 
from. If it doesn’t, shuffle this card back into 
the pile and choose a new card.
 
An active volcano erupts and the lava comes 
through the environment in which your building 
block species live. All of the members of this 
building block species die off.
 
Do not add any straws or additional copies to this 
species. They are now extinct. Place an extinction 
card next to this species. 

Isolation: 
 
Due to the movement of tectonic plates over time, 
a new mountain forms splitting the land where 
your building block species lives. Since your 
building block species cannot fly, some of the 
building block species cannot reproduce with 
each other   (they can only mate with the building 
block species  on their side of the mountain). 
 
Create two copies of your building block species. 
Add two straws from the current building block 
species and place one of the copies on each end 
of the straws with a mountain card in between.
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Isolation: 
 
With the development of a new apartment 
complex in the forest, humans put up a tall fence 
that separates some members of your building 
block species from each other. Since your 
building block species cannot fly, they cannot 
reproduce with each other, only the building block 
species on their side of the barrier. 
 
Create two copies of your building block species. 
Add two straws from the current building block 
species and place one of the copies on each end 
of the straws with a construction card in between.

Variation: 
 
During the time span of a few decades, the 
environment your building block species lives in 
experiences a change in climate, making the 
overall temperature colder than usual. Only the 
organisms with an extra layer of fat or fur survive 
in this environment.
 
Create a copy of your building block species. Add 
one block to the copy. Add a straw from the 
current building block species and place the copy 
on the other side of the straw. Place a climate 
card next to the new building block species.
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