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Land Acknowledgement

We are gathered on the homeland of the Lipan 
Apache, Coahuiltecan, Tonkawa and Jumanos people. 

We honor their legacy and enduring connection to 
the land. We endeavor to be mindful and  respectful 

guests.
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kwa-weel-tay-kans



Agenda

• Indigenous Communities
• Executive Guidance
• Alaska Native Communities
• Military Connection
• JBER’s Native Connections
• Incorporating Cultural Awareness
• Resources
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https://www.loc.gov/item/95682185/
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Presentation Notes
This is an image of indigenous cultures pre-contact 
The colors represent language groups 
Cultural areas in the largest text; Plains, Great Basin, Northeast
Major tribes identified by smaller font in all caps; Comanche, Wichita, etc
Further description of tribes in the smallest font; Waco, Tawakoni
– San Antonio is located near or east of the N in the Lipan language area


https://www.loc.gov/item/95682185/


https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/public/webteam/pdf/idc1-028635.pdf
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574 Federally Recognized Tribes (FRTs) in the US
In Texas there are 3; Alabama-Coushatta Tribe; Kickapoo Traditional Tribe, Yselta Del Sur Pueblo

https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/public/webteam/pdf/idc1-028635.pdf


https://native-land.ca/
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Native peoples of San Antonio
Lipan Apache, Coahuiltecan (kwa-weel-tay-kans), Tonkawa and Jumanos

https://native-land.ca/


Executive Guidance

• E.O 13175
• “regular & meaningful consultation & collaboration”

• Presidential Memo
• “cultivate mutual respect and foster greater 

understanding”

• DODI 4710.02
• DAFI 90-2002
• Administration prioritizes DE&I
• Diversity of presidential appointees
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Presentation Notes
Emphasis on Native relations since the Nixon Administration
The current Administration prioritizes diversity, equity, & inclusion; as evidenced by appointment of the first Native American cabinet member, Deb Haaland, Secretary of the Interior

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/29/fact-sheet-100-days-in-biden-harris-administration-makes-history-with-presidential-appointees/

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/25/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-executive-order-advancing-diversity-equity-inclusion-and-accessibility-in-the-federal-government/ 


EO 13175, Consultation and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments, dated November 6, 2000
EO 13336, American Indian and Alaska Native Education, dated 
Presidential Memorandum, Government-to-Government Relationship with Tribal Governments, dated September 23, 2004
DODI 4710.02, DOD Interactions with Federally Recognized Tribes, dated September 24, 2018
DAFI 90-2002, Interaction with Federally Recognized Tribes, dated August 24, 2020


Dawes Severalty Act (1887) 
Federal government redistributed tribal lands to heads of families in 160 acre allotments with the hope to turning them into farmers
Unclaimed or surplus land was sold with the proceeds used to fund Indian schools where Native children learned to read and write English and Anglo social systems
Indian Citizenship Act (1924)
Granted citizenship to all Native Americans born in the U.S.
Each state control voting rights until 1957
Indian Reorganization Act (1934)
Prohibited allotment of tribal lands, returned some surplus land urged tribes to engage in self-government
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (1971)
Indian Education Act (1972)




https://https://images.app.goo.gl/UhCEds6gfkmoKgxTA
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Everything’s Bigger in Alaska

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several different ways to view Alaska Natives, their relation to each other and the land depicted in the following slides
Cultural regions 
Language groups
Villages


https://https/images.app.goo.gl/UhCEds6gfkmoKgxTA


https://www.alaskanative.net/cultural-knowledge/
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Cultural regions
This map shows the 5 ethnics groups of Alaska Natives
They are place-based people and culture; reliant on local ecosystem for survival with seasonal mobility


https://www.alaskanative.net/cultural-knowledge/


https://www.uaf.edu/anlc/languages.php
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Presentation Notes
There are 20 Alaska Native language groups and multiple dialects with the language groups





https://www.uaf.edu/anlc/languages.php


The Pacific’s Keystone Weapon System
UNCLASSIFIED

http://www.emersonkent.com/map_archive/alaska_native_villages.htm
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There are 229 Federally Recognized Tribes (FRT) in Alaska; that is 40% of the 574 total FRTs in the US
Approximately 19% of the state’s population are Alaska Natives


http://www.emersonkent.com/map_archive/alaska_native_villages.htm


Military Connection

• Native Americans  serve in 
the Armed Forces at 5x the 
national average
• https://www.nicoa.org/american-indian-veterans-have-

highest-record-of-military-service/

• 19 – Percentage American 
Indians and Alaska Natives 
that served in the military 
since 9/11
• Military Times online article 11/15/2019

• Commonalities
• Homeland defense
• Leadership and service
• Harvest, hunt cache:: military 

exercises
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https://www.nicoa.org/american-indian-veterans-have-highest-record-of-military-service/


Incorporating Cultural Awareness

• Learn about your local Native Groups
• Text your zip code to (885) 917-5263 
• Or https://native-land.ca

• Incorporate Land Acknowledgement
• National Events

• #NativeAmericanHeritageMonth
• https://www.pbs.org/specials/native-american-

heritage-month/

• #RockYourMocs
• November 14-20 worldwide movement honoring 

Native American Heritage Month
• https://www.facebook.com/RockYourMocs/
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-Land acknowledgement can be included at the beginning of meetings or gatherings; can also be accomplished with signage and interpretive displays at base entrances/gates or heritage sites on installation
-Engage your Historian; include Native information in historical presentations, base publications and multi-media;

National Events
-Native American Heritage Month
-NAHD https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgreencityforce.org%2F2020%2F12%2F01%2Fnative-american-heritage-day-11-27%2F&psig=AOvVaw3QoQmVmRGWAiSKnhtWtPsb&ust=1634774850647000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAgQjRxqFwoTCJC_qoTZ1_MCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO

https://native-land.ca/
https://www.pbs.org/specials/native-american-heritage-month/
https://www.facebook.com/RockYourMocs/


JBER’s Native Connections

• Non-reimbursable support agreements
• Quarterly engagement
• Recruiting opportunities
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-Support agreements with native villages; installation medical facilities are part of the Alaska Federal Health Care Partnership, along with Native Healthcare Centers
-Meet quarterly with Native corporation that is the largest land owner in the Municipality of Anchorage; we have overlapping land interests; approximately 50% of installation lands are included in an agreement between the State and Native corporation, stewardship and notification responsibilities
-Connected 9th Army Band with annual Alaska Federation of Native convention, as well as events at the Alaska Native Heritage Center and on recruiting visits to rural villages
-Land acknowledgement signs and interpretive and cultural displays on base honoring Indigenous people and Dena’ina homeland

Interagency Agreement with Chickaloon Native Village: 
This agreement establishes formal consultation procedures by which Chickaloon Native Village (CNV) and JBER have an opportunity for discussion and input on JBER activities that have a potential to significantly affect historic and cultural interests of the CNV. 
JBER and the CNV work together to ensure that land under the jurisdiction of the Air Force is managed to protect cultural resources having significance to the CNV, while providing for military training needs, and to take reasonable measures to mitigate possible adverse impacts on tribal cultural resources. 
The goal is to develop a process of consultation designed to elicit informed input from the Native Village with regard to JBER's installation management plans and proposed capital improvement projects.




Resources

• National Museum of the American Indian
• Smithsonian’s virtual exhibit “Patriot Nation” 
• https://americanindian.si.edu/static/patriot-nations/

• National Native American Veterans Memorial
• https://americanindian.si.edu/visit/washington/nnavm

• Briscoe Western Art Museum
• San Antonio Missions National Historical Park
• American Indians in Texas at the Spanish 

Colonial Missions
• United San Antonio Pow Wow
• US Poet Laureate – Joy Harjo
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United San Antonio Pow Wow – local non-profit dedicated to promote American Indian culture and traditions
http://unitedsanantoniopowwow.org/
American Indians in Texas at the Spanish Colonial Missions (AIT-SCM) – local non-profit working to preserve and protect the culture and traditions of Native Americans and Indigenous people who resided at Spanish colonial missions
https://aitscm.org/ 

https://americanindian.si.edu/static/patriot-nations/
https://americanindian.si.edu/visit/washington/nnavm


Questions
16
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907-551-1598

mailto:joy.boston.2@us.af.mil


Back-up Slides

• Multimedia Resources
• Native Profiles

• Elizabeth Peratrovich
• Benny Benson
• Elizabeth Beltz Wright

• Federal History
• ANCSA Corporations
• Alaska Resources
• Alaska Events
• References
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Multimedia Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introductions include recognition of parents and where they are/were from, also siblings or other members of your family who were important in or impactful to your life
Engagement opportunities may be dependent on traditional seasonal activities, such as harvests and hunts, caching stocks for winter, participating in traditional events
Nick Hanson “Eskimo Ninja” competed on American Ninja Warrior, on local GCI commercials
Basketball is very popular and important in the culture and communities; Damen Bell-Holter of Hydaburg played for Boston Celtics
There may be technology limitations in rural areas; low internet band-width may drive preferred communication to telephone only
Form enduring relationships not based on transactions, instead based in experience and time
Subsistence isn’t just a way of life, it is our life; “this is our grocery store, our pharmacy, this is our identity” Al Goozmer, Native Village of Tyonek

Native actor Martin Sensmeier (Yellowstone)

https://www.powwows.com/top-native-american-documentaries-learn-the-real-story-of-native-culture-in-history-and-today/
American Experience: We Shall Remain – historical documentary
Ken Burns’ The West – historical series (Netflix)
500 Nations – Native American documentary
Reel Injun
Sitting Bull: A Stone in My Heart

https://americanindian.si.edu/why-we-serve/book/  




Native Profiles
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Leadership system https://aitscm.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/AITSCM-MEDICINE-WHEEL.pdf




Elizabeth Peratrovich

• Raven family Tlingit
• July 4, 1911 (Petersburg) – December 1, 1958 (Seattle)
• Civil Rights Leader for Alaska Natives
• Authored Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945
• February 16th is Elizabeth Peratrovich Day
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Authored and championed the first anti-discrimination law passed in the US, nearly 20 years before the Equal Rights Act of 1964
Peratrovich Park located at W 4th Ave and E St, east of the Old Anchorage City Hall
Flight of the Raven monument in Peratrovich Park created by Roy Peratrovich, Jr. 
Raven represents shedding of darkness of discrimination and rising of hope and dreams of oppressed people, Raven is facing the rising sun
In Alaska Native legend, Raven brought light to the world when he stole the sun from an ancient Chief and gave it to the People. The Chief kept the sun hidden in a box, but through trickery, Raven seized it in his beak and escaped through the smokehole of the Chief’s lodge. The rising smoke turned Raven’s feathers black.
February 16 is Elizabeth Peratrovich Day – that is the day in 1945 that then Alaska Territorial Governor Ernest Gruening signed the nation’s first anti-discrimination bill into law 
For the Rights of All: Ending Jim Crow in Alaska is a documentary about Elizabeth Peratrovich, aired on PBS stations in 2009



Benny Benson
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• Alutiiq
• October 12, 1913 (Chignik) – July 2, 1972 (Kodiak)
• Designed Alaska state flag at age 13

• The blue field is for the Alaska sky and the forget-me-not, an Alaska 
flower. The North Star is for the future state of Alaska, the most northerly 
in the union. The Dipper is for the Great Bear – symbolizing strength.

• July 9th is Alaska Flag Day

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first Alaska flag was raised over the Jesse Lee Home, the orphanage where Benny lived and submitted the design from, on July 9, 1927
In 1997, the Alaska Legislature, in a bill written by Senator Arliss Sturgulewski, declared July 9th to be Alaska Flag Day




Laura Beltz Wright
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• Iñupiaq
• 1909 (Candle) – 1996 (Anchorage)
• Private in the Alaska Territorial Guard, 1942-1947
• Patented the “Wright Alaskan Parky”
• Her life was “more unbelievable than a novel”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before joining the ATG, she operated a gold mine in Haycock while raising 6 children
Alaska Territorial Guard was responsible for Alaska’s defense during WWII, patrolled the coastline, provided intelligence on enemy activity and rescued downed airmen
ATG sharpshooter, also ran a dog team to deliver mail
Her family accepted her discharge papers in 2017, ATG members received veteran status in 2000
In 2020, US Senate recognized her accomplishments and contributions during WWII to break gender barriers
Her parkas are on display in the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian
Her parkas were worn by Elvis and Willie Nelson




• Dawes Severalty Act (1887) 
• Federal government redistributed tribal lands to heads of 

families in 160 acre allotments with the hope to turning 
them into farmers

• Unclaimed or surplus land was sold with the proceeds used 
to fund Indian schools where Native children learned to 
read and write English and Anglo social systems

• Indian Citizenship Act (1924)
• Granted citizenship to all Native Americans born in the U.S.
• Each state control voting rights until 1957

• Indian Reorganization Act (1934)
• Prohibited allotment of tribal lands, returned some surplus 

land urged tribes to engage in self-government
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Federal History

Presenter
Presentation Notes





Source: Elizabeth Cook, Cultural Resources Manager / Native Liaison U.S. Army Garrison Alaska
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ANCSA Corporations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA) 
Federal legislation that separated Native people from the land (unlike in the contiguous US where people and land were kept together in the form of reservations)
Created 12 Regional Corporations (sub-surface rights, ie, minerals, gravel, etc.) and over 200 village corporations (surface rights, ie, timber, etc.); corporations are for-profit business entities 
Tribes created their own Regional Service Providers; non-profit organizations that offer medical, housing, and other services




• Alaska Native Heritage Center
• https://www.alaskanative.net/
• Tuesday-Saturday 0900-1700

• Anchorage Museum
• https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/
• Tuesday – Saturday 1000-1800
• Sunday 1200-1800

• University of Alaska Museum of the North
• https://www.uaf.edu/museum/
• Daily 0900-1900
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Alaska Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Juneau Museum

https://www.alaskanative.net/
https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/
https://www.uaf.edu/museum/


• Indigenous Peoples Day
• https://www.alaskapacific.edu/event/indigenous-peoples-day/
• October 11 at Alaska Pacific University

• Alaska Federation of Natives Conference
• https://www.nativefederation.org/convention/
• December 2021 at the Dena’ina Center

• Alaska Native Heritage Month
• https://americanindian.si.edu/static/patriot-nations/
• November annually

• World Eskimo Indian Olympics
• https://www.weio.org/
• Third Wednesday in July in Fairbanks
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Alaska Events

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indigenous Peoples Day at APU
5th annual event
AFN Convention
(AFN, formed in 1966, is the largest statewide Native organization in Alaska representing more than 140K Native peoples, ~1/5 Alaskans)
Annual event focused on public policy and government issues critical to the Alaska Native community
Native artists, performers and exhibitors 
November is Alaska Native Heritage Month
WEIO
Annual event featuring games and sport based on ancestral hunting and survival techniques
Also dance and storytelling focused on cultural knowledge


https://www.alaskapacific.edu/event/indigenous-peoples-day/
https://www.nativefederation.org/convention/
https://americanindian.si.edu/static/patriot-nations/
https://www.weio.org/


References
• Slide 2 (Land Acknowledgement)

• https://www.lipanapache.org/theshield.html
• https://indigenouscultures.org/coahuiltecan-language/
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonkawa
• https://utpress.utexas.edu/books/hicjum

• Slide 4 (Pre-contact Map)
• https://www.loc.gov/item/95682185/

• Slide 5 (FRTs of the US)
• https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/public/webteam

/pdf/idc1-028635.pdf
• Slide 6 (Indigenous Peoples Map, San Antonio)

• https://native-land.ca/
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References
• Slide 9 (Everthing’s Bigger in Alaska)

• https://https://images.app.goo.gl/UhCEds6gfkmoKgxTA
• Slide 10 (Traditional Territories of Alaska Native 

Cultures)
• https://www.alaskanative.net/cultural-knowledge/ 

• Slide 11 (Indigenous People and Languages of 
Alaska)
• https://www.uaf.edu/anlc/languages.php

• Slide 12 (Native Entities in Alaska)
• http://www.emersonkent.com/map_archive/alaska_nativ

e_villages.htm
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• Leadership system https://aitscm.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/02/AITSCM-MEDICINE-WHEEL.pdf
• Slide 14 (Incorporating  Native Cultures)
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future-om
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• Slide 15 (JBER’s Native Connections)
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