
OraStripdx™ 

Periodontal disease is a very common and serious disease of adult dogs and cats.1,2 Periodontal disease is an infection caused by 
bacteria in the biofilm (dental plaque) that forms on oral surfaces.1 Left untreated, periodontal disease leads to oral pain, 
dysfunction, and tooth loss. A pet that has periodontal disease cannot truly be healthy. Compromised dental health impacts a pet’s 
overall health, longevity, quality of life, and interaction with its owner; even if obvious clinical signs of disease are not noticed by the 
owner.3 Systemic effects result from bacteremia and chronic systemic release of inflammatory mediators and bacterial degradation 
byproducts. Maintaining oral health is dependent upon professional periodontal management combined with appropriate, effective 
home care. 
 
Every pet that visits the veterinary hospital should have an oral examination. The veterinary healthcare team typically relies upon a 
thorough yet rapid visual inspection of the oral cavity to assess the patient’s oral health. However, periodontal disease may not be 
readily observable in an awake examination, and pet owners often underestimate the amount of dental disease in their pet.4 Thus, it 
is challenging for the veterinary team to communicate the importance of routine prophylaxis, treatment, and home care to clients.  
 
Since visual examination of the oral cavity does not disclose the full extent of progressive periodontal disease, use of OraStripdx as 
part of routine patient work-up can detect thiol concentrations that reflect active periodontal disease. OraStripdx is a point-of-care 
in vitro test for the semiquantitative detection of oral thiols in dogs. The concentration of thiols in canine oral fluids has been shown 
to be directly related to the progression of periodontal disease.4-6 OraStripdx may be routinely incorporated into wellness exams in 
conjunction with diagnostic tests such as fecal, heartworm and blood work.4-6 

 
Intended Use  

• Use OraStripdx in conjunction with routine oral examinations in the awake patient during wellness exams for the 
detection of thiols associated with periodontal disease. 
• For dogs with a positive (+, ++, or +++) OraStripdx test result, a Dental Care Plan (dental diagnostic evaluation; therapeutic 
and home care regimens) should be recommended and discussed with the client. 
• Record result in the patient’s medical record 
• Retest patient at least once every year, and preferably every 3-6 months. 
• Continually compare OraStripdx test results to monitor the progression of periodontal disease and to assess the 
effectiveness of the Dental Care Plan. 
 

Directions for Use 
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