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● Primary source of PFAS –
Aqueous Form  Film ing  Foa m  (AFFF)

● 400  insta lla t ions with confirm ed  PFAS 
de tections in g round  or d rinking  wa te r

○ At lea st  13 site s with PFOA+PFOS over 
1 m illion pa rts pe r trillion (pp t)

○ Eng la nd  AFB, La . - 20  m illion pp t 
in g roundwa te r
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● 200 additional installations suspected 
of ha ving  conta m ina tion

● 100  p reviously suspected  but ruled  out 
during  investig a tion

● At lea st  28 insta lla t ions se rved  on-ba se  
d rinking  wa te r a bove  70  pp t

○ Dept took a ction to  rem ed ia te  a nd  filte r 
d rinking  wa te r a t  these  site s

○ Dozens of a dd it iona l insta lla t ions with 
PFAS in on-ba se  d rinking  wa te r be low 
70pp t but a bove  current EPA LHA
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710 Military Sites With Known or Suspected Discharges of PFAS
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Drinking Water
● 59 installations have been have carried 

out testing to confirm contamination of 
off -base civilian drinking water wells.

○ Examples of PFAS in off -base wells

■ Whidbey Island, Wash. -
PFOS, 4720 ppt 

■ Reese AFB, Texas -
PFOA, 3130 ppt

■ Plattsburgh AFB, N.Y. -
PFOS, 330 ppt 

○ Where the Dept detects PFOA+PFOS 
above 70 ppt, alternative drinking water 
is provided
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CERCLA Process

Stage of CERCLA DOD Installation PFAS cleanup status as of 
September 30, 2022

PA/SI and RI underway 89

PA/SI completed - additional work will be combined with work 
conducted at another installation

6

PA/SI completed - additional work will be combined with work 
conducted by another federal agency

2

PA/SI completed - no further action 100

PA/SI completed - RI planned 103

PA/SI completed - RI underway 162

PA/SI underway 243
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Tracking Federal Agency PFAS Actionsewg.org/research/federal-pfas-report-card

https://www.ewg.org/research/federal-pfas-report-card
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Key DOD Congressional Requirements

● NDAA 2022 – DOD Disclosure tests result for PFAS in water within 20 days

○ DOD providing water systems with alternative water

● NDAA 2020 – DOD cannot buy firefighting foam with > 1 ppb PFAS by October 2023

● NDAA 2022 – DOD must propose a schedule for PFAS cleanup and cost -to -complete 
by Fall 2020

● NDAA 2022 – DOD required to complete preliminary assessments and site inspections for all 
sites with PFAS by Winter 2023 (this is KEY!)

● NDAA 2020 – DOD to establish and maintain clearinghouse of information on exposure of
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How Can Communities Engage?
CERCLA la w sa ys:

1. Publish notice and make public any 
plan for remedial action

2. Allow public comment, and 
publish comments

3. Publish final plan before starting 
remediation, include explanation of 
changes from the proposed plan, 
response to comments/criticisms, and 
any new data

4. Interpreted to include participation in 
RI/FS, ROD, RD/RA and other steps
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Resources for Engagement
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DOD
● Restoration Advisory Boards

○ Provide a forum for stakeholders for 
BRAC, FUDS, Active Installation cleanup

● Technical Assistance for Public 
Participation

○ Provide advice to decision makers 
& helps RAB members understand 
cleanup issues

○ Review human health risks, assess 
technology, interpret technical 
documents, and participate in 
risk evaluation 

● RAB Rule Handbook

https://www.denix.osd.mil/rab/denix-files/sites/22/2016/03/RAB-Rule-Handbook_Final.pdf
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EPA
● Technical Assistance Grants and 

Technical Assistance Services for 
Communities (EPA National Priority 
List sites only)

○ TAG similar to TAPP, but for EPA -led 
(NPL) sites

○ TASC is for any person/community 
impacted by contaminated sites (EPA 
funded contractor)

● EPA Guidebook

https://semspub.epa.gov/work/HQ/100002505.pdf


Thank you
Know what’s in the water you are drinking.

ewg.org/tapwater
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