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Leverage Canvas to provide meaningful feedback
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Connection to your course.

Motivational. 

Why Feedback is 
Important

Gives an opportunity for course correction



Why Use Rubrics and 
Annotations

Clarity and Transparency.

Save Time.

Grading Consistency and Reliability. 

Targeted Feedback



vs.

2 Types

Analytic
Points

Holistic
Freeform



Science Lab Report 
Rubric 

https://uncw.edu/cas/
assessment/docs/rub
rics/rubric.science.lab
.pdf 

Analytic
Rubric



Grading Rubric for 
Papers (79-201)
Marie Norman, 
Introduction to 
Anthropology, 
Carnegie Mellon 
University

Holistic 
Rubric



Canvas



Creating Rubrics 

• Full Range.
• Limited Range.
• No Point Value.



Full or Limited Range

● All or None Points.

● Scale.



No Value Points

● Students are not assigned a 
grade within the rubric.

● Instructor adds comments in 
Rubric.

● Grade is entered in 
Speedgrader.



Re-use Rubrics



• Assignments

• Graded Discussion 

• Peer Review

Grading



Assignments



Assignments



SpeedGrader



Freeform: Reuse Comments 



Graded Discussions



Peer Review



Annotations

https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/72997/gradebook/speed_grader?assignment_id=352659&student_id=303469


Best Practices

Good feedback not only details 
the areas for improvement but 
offers actionable advice. 
Merely telling a student “this 
needs work” does not provide 
any guidance on how to fix the 
problem. 

Flock, H., & Garcia, H. (2019) 
offers the following advice: 



Best Practices

● Define the goal and purpose

● Break down the critical tasks 
and weight their values

● > 7 criteria

● Describe criterion 

● Try it out



Best Practices

● Clearly communicate your 
expectations in the 
assignment



Questions?



The Instructional Technology 
Group

Here to Help

teach.extension.harvard.edu/itg

● Feedback Promotes Learning
● Tips for Giving Meaningful 

Feedback
● Creating and Using Rubrics

teach.extension.harvard.edu/tags-itg/
student-success-improved-feedback


