
© 2023 Turnitin LLC. All rights reserved.

Plagiarism or Similarity?
Interpreting Matches in the 
Similarity Report
Jeroen Vanderbiesen 
Turnitin COI EMEA



© 2023 Turnitin LLC. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction
○ Turnitin’s Mission

2. Similarity vs. Plagiarism

 3. Match Types
○ Meaningful - Plagiarism
○ Meaningful - Not Plagiarism
○ Not Meaningful

What are we talking about?
4. Case Studies

5. Resources & Survey



© 2023 Turnitin LLC. All rights reserved.

Introduction



© 2023 Turnitin LLC. All rights reserved.

To ensure the integrity of global 
education, and meaningfully improve 
learning outcomes.

Empower students to do their best, 
original work

Our products mirror this mission 
on all levels

Turnitin’s Mission
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To make optimal use of the Similarity 
Report, it is important to

1. make a distinction between 
similarity and plagiarism 

2. analyse the kind of match you 
have, and 

3. Gather the correct insight into the 
submitter’s performance

Turnitin’s Mission
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Similarity vs. Plagiarism
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Plagiarism vs. Similarity

What is Plagiarism?

● the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as 
one's own

● To use (another’s production) without crediting the source

● To commit literary theft

● To present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing 
source

A conclusive term that carries consequences and implies 
intention and an admission (or proof) of guilt

●
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Our Mission



© 2023 Turnitin LLC. All rights reserved.

Plagiarism vs. Similarity

Turnitin checks for Similarity

● A similarity is a match between the submitted work and some other material in 
our database

● This material may be properly cited and referenced source works and real world 
examples (e.g. quotes from newspapers)

● But equally it may be another student paper or a genuine case of copying

● There is no indication of motive and no automatic implication of foul play

●

●
A similarity in and of itself is harmless. It is up to the 
instructor to judge it in its proper context.

●
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Match Types
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Meaningful -
Plagiarism

A match in the Similarity 
Report can point to a source 
that is clearly connected to 
the text. 

However, this source is not 
mentioned in the text. 

1
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Meaningful - 
No Plagiarism

2

A match in the Similarity 
Report can point to a source 
that is clearly connected to 
the text. 

The source is mentioned in 
one way or another in the 
text.
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Not Meaningful

Considering the size of the 
Turnitin databases, it may 
happen that text was 
formulated in similar ways 
across different documents. 

The match is then usually 
coincidental and does not 
point to an actual source for 
the text. 

3
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Case Studies
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Exclusions

Exclude Source
● Ignores this source 
● May be replaced with 

an overlapping source

Exclude Match
● Ignores this match and 

all the sources 
connected to it

Database exclusions
● You can 

choose to 
exclude whole 
databases

Text exclusions
● You can choose 

to exclude 
specific sections 
of the text

● These will 
usually increase 
the Similarity %, 
but often not 
necessarily 
meaningfully so



© 2023 Turnitin LLC. All rights reserved.

Match Groups
Match Groups
● Takes all the matches and group them according to how 

likely they are to be “problematic”
● This allows you to focus your attention on more 

meaningful matches

Colour-coding
● Colour-coding reflects the group a match is in
● The Source Cards work the same
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Resources & Survey
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The new Similarity Report: Clearer insights, faster feedback, and improved outcomes

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/the-new-turnitin-similarity-report-updated-integrity-features.html

What is mosaic plagiarism? Examples, types, and how to avoid it

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-is-mosaic-plagiarism-examples-types-and-how-to-avoid-it.html

How to avoid plagiarism: 10 strategies for your students

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/how-to-avoid-plagiarism-10-strategies-for-your-students.html

Accidental plagiarism: Prevention and research excellence

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/accidental-plagiarism-prevention-and-research-excellence.html

Resources

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/the-new-turnitin-similarity-report-updated-integrity-features.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-is-mosaic-plagiarism-examples-types-and-how-to-avoid-it.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/how-to-avoid-plagiarism-10-strategies-for-your-students.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/accidental-plagiarism-prevention-and-research-excellence.html
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When does paraphrasing become problematic?

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/when-does-paraphrasing-become-problematic.html

What does plagiarism look like in a world with artificial intelligence?

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-does-plagiarism-look-like-in-a-world-with-artificial-intelligence.h
tml

Does Turnitin detect plagiarism?

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/does-turnitin-detect-plagiarism.html

How to bring deeper meaning to the Similarity Score

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/how-to-bring-deeper-meaning-to-the-similarity-score.html

Resources

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/when-does-paraphrasing-become-problematic.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-does-plagiarism-look-like-in-a-world-with-artificial-intelligence.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-does-plagiarism-look-like-in-a-world-with-artificial-intelligence.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/does-turnitin-detect-plagiarism.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/how-to-bring-deeper-meaning-to-the-similarity-score.html
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What is the difference between academic integrity and plagiarism?

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-is-the-difference-between-academic-integrity-and-plagiarism.ht
ml

Plagiarism Spectrum 2.0

https://www.turnitin.com/resources/plagiarism-spectrum-2-0

Avoiding plagiarism handout

https://www.turnitin.com/papers/avoiding-plagiarism-handout.html

Plagiarism - Lesson presentation

https://www.turnitin.com/lessons/plagiarism-exploring-and-understanding-academic-integrity-lesso
n-presentation.html

Resources

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-is-the-difference-between-academic-integrity-and-plagiarism.html
https://www.turnitin.com/blog/what-is-the-difference-between-academic-integrity-and-plagiarism.html
https://www.turnitin.com/resources/plagiarism-spectrum-2-0
https://www.turnitin.com/papers/avoiding-plagiarism-handout.html
https://www.turnitin.com/lessons/plagiarism-exploring-and-understanding-academic-integrity-lesson-presentation.html
https://www.turnitin.com/lessons/plagiarism-exploring-and-understanding-academic-integrity-lesson-presentation.html
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tinyurl.com/57hez2m5

Any Questions?

→ guides.turnitin.com
→ helpcenter.turnitin.com

→ www.turnitin.com/resources/resources
→turnitin.forumbee.com

Type ‘J’ and and select my name:

JEROEN


